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fouled „P ™ T lllc "" K,lc Sga i»t«fventton operation has been 


. in 

through phases. 

-The effort to pin the blame else- 
where than on President Johnson 
has started with a rush in the last 
hours. The first proposal can- 
didates for the White House dog- 
house have been U.S. Ambassador 
W. Tapley Bennett Jr.; the' new. 
t’JA chief, Adm. William F. Ra- 
born Jr., and Undersecretary of 
State Thomas C. Mann. 

It does not matter whether any 
of those three are actually “culpa- 
ble. There has to be a scapegoat 
hst. -even if, as at present, it is 
passed along surreptitiously by 
officials whose tips usually reflect 
me White. House line. 

It Could Be ^ Long List 

Because the errors in judg- 
ment, or misinterpretation of the 
Administration’s program for 
’bringing order out of chaos, 
involve diplomatic, military and 
intelligence agencies, the list of 
scapegoats could be pretty long. 

Certainly it could be more ex- 
tensive in connection with the 
present messed-up situation than 
•the roll of; “Wrong guessers . and" 
.blundering operatives in John F. 
Kennedy’s Bay of Pigs fiasco in 
1961. __ . 

Comparatively innocent high 
officials had to take, the rap 



CIA Chief Raborn 
. . Too new to be blamed? 

under Kennedy in 19G1, such as 
the then CIA head Allen Dulles, 
his deputy Richard M. Bissell Jr., 
and the then chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Ly- 
man, Lemnitzcr. But Kennedy at 


House has shown no similar in- j 
clination. _ 1 

Instead, Ambassador Bennett 
is being blamed on various vague 
counts: that he failed to have I 
the right contacts in the Domini- ; 
can Republic, that he overempha- ; 
sized the danger to American 
lives in urging the President to 1 
rush the marines in on April 28. 

Raborn of the CIA is accused! 
of making too emotional an appeal I 
to the White House about the 
Communist .threat. This charge,, 
from Administration sources that 
should know better, makes little- 
sense. Raborn had just been sworn: 
in on April 28 when Johnson or- 
dered the marines in; The main; 
CIA appeal for prompt action* 
came from retiring CIA chief 
John McCone. 1 

Mann in a Key Spot 
But the digs at Raborn are 
basically aimed at the intelligence 
operation he heads. The State De- 
partment and Pentagon have con- 
sistently cast aspersions on the 
value of CIA “evaluations.” 

Undersecretary of State Matin 
is caught in, the- scapegoat hunt 
mainly because he has been con- 
sidered more instrumental than 


that time accepted the whole I any. - other ’adviser “ in the "piesi- 
blame himself. To date, the White I ‘dent's .decision to act at once. On 
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